AFTER THE  " PANAY "  SINKING
207
It looks very much as if, having sunk the ship by bombing from a
height, either knowing or not knowing that it was an American gun-
boat (although the American flag was clearly painted or stretched on
the awnings), the planes dived low and Army launches approached
to machine-gun the survivors. There could then have been no
possibility whatsoever of failure to see the American flag. It looks
very much as if the intention was to exterminate the witnesses to the
original bombing. We hear on good authority that at least the
military, and probably the Navy too, had given orders that every
boat on the Yangtze was to be attacked, although they had been
definitely informed and knew very well that our ships were there—
knew, in fact, their precise positions.
My first thought was that this might result in a breach of diplomatic
relations and that Saito would be given his passports and that I would
be recalled, for I " remembered the Maine." As the details come
out at home and the country begins to realize the incredible brutality
of the attack I still believe that this may happen. It certainly must
happen if further incidents of that kind occur. But the fact that
Hirota called on me immediately in person to express " the profound
apology and regrets " of the Japanese Government, and the Japanese
Navy took similar steps, an unprecedented action, and that no
effort was made to deny responsibility for the bombing, seems for
the moment to have calmed public susceptibilities. In this respect
the Japanese Government was eminently wise. But there is a tend-
ency in the local press at least to deny the possibility of the machine-
gun attacks; the spokesman of the Foreign Office has done so. Mean-
while the evidence is being assembled by Admiral Yarnell in Shanghai
and the War Ministry here has sent a special officer to Shanghai
to investigate. An American naval court of investigations will be
held, witnesses heard, and affidavits taken. The Japanese Navy
meanwhile, we learn, has recalled and retired the admiral responsible
for the aeroplane bombing. It is a tense and critical moment.
But never before has the fact that there are " two Japans " been
more clearly emphasized. Ever since the first news of the Panay
disaster came, we have been deluged by delegations, visitors, letters,
and contributions of money-—people from all walks of life, from high
officials, doctors, professors, business men down to school children,
trying to express their shame, apologies, and regrets for the action
of their own Navy. One well-dressed Japanese woman stepped
behind a door in the chancery and cut off a big strand of her hair
and gave it to us with a carnation—the old-fashioned gesture of
mourning for the loss of a husband. Another Japanese broke down
and cried at his country's shame. Wherever we go, people try to
express their apologies. Highly-placed women, the wives of officials,
have called on Alice without the knowledge of their husbands. That
side of the incident, at least, is profoundly touching and shows that
at heart the Japanese are still a chivalrous people.
We cannot yet foresee whither the incident may lead.   As the

